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Marques intent on preserving the original facade and modernization of the interior of the property, at 

a time when the value of Pombalina was the center of the debate. 

The coordination between the interior structure of the building, reinforced concrete and its skin, with 

Pombalina origins, results in the meeting of two completely different metrics. This circumstance, still 

clearly visible, determined the renovations that took place in the building.  

Remodeling carried out by the architect Cristino da Silva until 1967 was characterized by a great 

unity and quality of materials and details, providing the headquarters of infrastructure and spaces 

worthy of this institution. The project had to be coherent and structured, reorganizing access and 

circulation and defining the various functional areas, by concentrating activities, work areas, support 

spaces, and technical areas. 

For instance, this point of view, its design, was exemplary, to focus on core around an internal patio, 

technical spaces, freeing the periphery of the building and allowing floors with spacious and flexible 

use. 

Also concerning circulations there was a clear improvement, advantageous in defining independent 

paths between public and private. The effort to construct a monumental building, demonstrating the 

importance of the bank was taken in the richness of the materials used and is present in exhaustive 

detail. 

Furthermore, the beautification of spaces at the headquarters resulted from an investment in works of 

art and furniture artists and designers as portuguese Martins Barata, Guilherme Camarinha, António 

Cristino da Silva, Daciano Coast, among others, in close coordination with the architecture, 

contributed to obtain a holistic work. 

At the beginning of the century, the building was again intervened by CGD, specifically from 2003-

2006. The works executed quickly because of the timing, thus compromising the coherence of the 

work of the architect Cristino da Silva, masking the interior of the building by the depreciation and 

destruction of existing coatings, removing the unit and reading as part of the whole. However, the 

demolition carried out with a view to the latter project eventually unraveled hidden elements that 

enunciate the structural intervention of the work of the architect Tertuliano Marques. This fact was 

found very useful during the course of this thesis, because the building itself has become one archive 

or live source document, statement of its evolution. 

In fact, understanding of the parts of this building, supported by the interpretation of the analysis, thus 

enables to identify and characterize the main architectural elements present in it, into four distinct 

periods. 
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Projecto do atelier Arquiprojecta (2003-2006) 

Arising from the demolition of interior partitions, infrastructure and coatings from the ground floor, with 

a view to intervention (not completed), structures and decorative elements, spaces noble primitives 

were revealed. Despite the demolition, was still maintained, on the 2nd floor, the auditorium and 

related support spaces such as cafeteria and foyer, both built in 1990, under the project designer 

António Garcia. 

 

It is considered that the interventions made in the future, should continue to take into account the rich 

architectural heritage of the building, trying to give it the unit that once had. When talking about 

buildings whose initial use was affected to another different matter it is of paramount importance to 

understand your organization's functional space and movements in order to give priority to their 

preservation. Thus, it is expected that new interventions assure the implementation of programs 

consistent with the structure of the building and guarantee the safeguarding of the buildings essence, 

both outdoors and indoors, avoiding mischaracterization and consequent loss of identity and cultural 

value. Jandal refers that “(…) while the exterior of a property can be your most prominent feature, 

and its public face, the interior may be more important to reveal its history and its development over 

time (…).”Knowing a priori that there is no single valid response to a proposed conversion, its 

preparation necessarily involves deep knowledge of the existing architectural heritage, the 

consideration of the most appropriate program rule and respect on the authenticity of pre-existing 

equity values. 

In all due fairness, this constitutes an unprecedented study focused on building BNU allowing this 

dissertation to enrich the current knowledge on the matter. Though not assumed as a closed 

document, but rather seeks to be a base for future developments. In this sense, it would be important 

to further study about the work of the architect Tertuliano Marques, in order to inform this dissertation 

its real action, either in the bank project as their contribution to the debates waged at the time about 

the value of Pombalino, new modern buildings and implementation of new construction techniques 

like concrete. From the point of view of the banks programs, this building is also presented with 

exemplary for an evolutionary study of occupation and organization functional space throughout the 

century XIX, XX and XXI. 
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